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of the fact that the missionary influences had all
been exercised in the direction of peace, John Smith
was arrested and brought to trial by court martial,
charged with promoting discontent among the slaves,
conspiring with them, and keeping knowledge of
the projected rising from the authorities. Smith
pleaded " not guilty " to the charges, but admitted
his hatred of slavery. The vagueness of the charges
and the worthlessness of the evidence for the prose-
cution were afterwards fully exposed in a debate
in the House of Commons. Eventually Smith was
sentenced to death by hanging, but recommended
to mercy. His Society agitated at home in his
favour, but before news of respite from England
could reach the Colony, the young missionary died
in prison on the 6th February 1824.
When the news of John Smith's death reached
England, it gave rise to heated public controversy,
and was the subject of a vigorous debate in the
House of Commons, in which Wilberforce took
part, and Brougham spoke for three hours. Cannin g
himself, who defended the court martial, said that
all attempts to shut out the instruction of the negroes
must be finally overcome,
It was in these circumstances that John Smith laid
down his life; but his sufferings were not in vain,
for the British public, deeply stirred as it had been
by the revelations made by this brave missionary,
and by the cruel treatment he received at the hands
of the Colonial Government, put such vigorous and